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iTimely Purchase Prevents

| Tearing Down of Notable
American Shrine

By J. Harry Hcoper
HULL, England

How the spontaneous act of a
young Englishwoman has pre-
served for posierity one of the
notable American shrines in
England, was the story unfolded
to, me when I made a pilgrim-
age a few days ago to the homeés
of the Maydower Pllgrims at
Austerfield and Scrosby. The
young woman was Miss E. B.
Pennington, an inhabitant of
Bawiry, the town situated be-
tween the two tiny hamlets,
which llie only three miles apart.
The shrine, saved from destruc-
tion almost at the last moment,
was no less than the home of
Willlam Bradford, early govern-
or of the Plymcuth Plantation.

Having settled for a summer’s
ipreaching In Hull, that busy
:port of Yorkshire which lies on
:the border of the district where
ilived the Pilgrim Fathers, one of
imy first concerns was this visit
of devoiion, a journey of about
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BRADFORD HOUSE;ENGLAND

was shining brightly on the few
dozen closely-clustered sbrick
cottages-as we made the rounds
of church, vicarage and manor
house at Scrooby, and turned our
Woolesly car of English make
bac(lic in the direction of Auster-
field.

EXTENSIVE REPAIRS
UNBERWAY

Drawing up In front of the
Bradford homsstead, on the left

riod photographs by experts were
not permitted, she asked if I
were a professiona! photograph-
er. At this, I introduced myself,
and added that as a photograph-
er, unfortunately, I was nejther
professional nor expert.

The introduction proving sat-
Isfactory, we were given a pri-
vate showing of such parts of the
interlor as were not at present
unsafe for inspection. Further
conversation brought the invita-

side of the rozd as is the Eng-

lish cusiomy, we entered the en-,

tion for Mrs. Hooper and me to
tale tea, and we enjoyed this

closed fleld which leads to the: pleasant English custom from

side door, paying no atiention, the stone wal),

immaculately

to the “no trespass” signs we!clean, whose original function,

saw posted. About the housejby

meens of small openings

several workmen were busy. One | placed at regular intervals, was

was bringing out pleces of stone,
while another carrjed in carpen-
ters' tools and bits of heavy lum-
ber. The interior was bare of
furniture. Apparently, extensive
repairs were being made.
Through one of the windows
we SawW a Young womsan jn a
broad brimmed hat at work. She
came out to the stone wall which
encloses a small garden at the
side of the house, and we asked
if we might take some photo-
graphs. Explaining that during
repairs the house was not on

ifty miles. The unfamiliar sun

[ .

public view and during this pe-

| Miss Pennington, who lives with
!her parents in Highfield House,
|at Bawtry, little more than a
imile away, had watched the di-
.minishing fortunes of the old
:manor house. Being owner of
,much of the property around it,
.she had often cons!dered buying
‘it, but had been dissuaded be-
,cause of the apparent cost of
placing it in proper condition.

WATCHED DIMINISHING
FORTUNES

Passing the house one day, less
than three months ago, she saw
\the foreman of a crew of build-
ing wreckers Jooking at the
property. She knew that his men
had been at work in the neigh-
borhood, and she stopped to in-
i vestigate, He told her that the
work nearby was nearly finished
and that on the following week
ihe would move his men and
tools to the Bradford homestead,
in order that his heavy machin-
ery might not later.have to be
transported there from a more
Jdistant point.

Spurred on by the emergenc
]she called upon the ownexi‘, an}c'i'

before the day was over the

Small outlying bufldings and un-
lovely additions have been taken
down. Accumulated brick and

Outside and in, the house is be.

probably its original English
neatness. Costs are constantly
exceeding estimated expenses,
heavy beams are found to be un-
sound and have to be supported
by those equally heavy, but the
new owner is going on resolutely.
She is determined that the pres-
ent deterioration shall be defi-
nitely halted, and so far as {s at
present possible the general ap-
pearance it originally held shall
be restored. In time, the present

stable will be remodeled for a

house will be free .from spolla-
tlon by trespassers. ‘
Scrooby' and Austerfield are

property was transferred into her | “forgotien villages.” Only an oo

jPossession. By this small margin ' casional  tourist

visits these

of one woman's interest was the
old Bradford manor house at
Austerfield saved from being ut-
terly demolished. “It seemed a
pity,” she said to me, “that the
old house had to be destroyed.”

For the past two months the
work of restoration has gone
steadily forward. Much has been
done, Much remains to be done.

stonework have been removed.

ginning to assume what was

caretakers's cottage, and the}

i to serve as a feeding trough for
. the pigs. -
| While we consumed tea 3&&
' biscults, and later took several
photographs, the story of the
salvage of thls ancient relic de-
veloped in all ‘of its unrealized
drama. Having served its pur-
pose for many generations, this
venerable dwelling had begun to
feel the effects of age and was
about, to give up its spirit, its
work being done. Decay creep-
ing steadily upon it, the last ten-
ant moved out and the house
became permanently vacant.
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Map Reveals Exact Loca-

tion of Birthplace of Lead
er of Plymouth Colony

haunts. The visitors’ book of the
Scrooby church shows a surpris-

ing scarcity of names. Well In-
formed Englishmen resident only
fitty miles away, while they
know the names, have only the
vaguest idea of the location of
these villages.

With this indifference, it would
not be surprising if some day
all evidence of these landmarks,
which record the earliest begin-
nings of our American nation
and which every lover of Ameri-
can history should cherish.J
would be jrretrievably lost. The
church property at Bawtry and
Scrooby, of course, is safe. While
the’ manor house of William
Brewster at Scrooby, appears to
be In private hands, its well-
kept conditlon seems to insure
its preservation for some years.
But that all of these properties
‘should have the watchful eye of |
those most concerned wi thi
their - history, the recent dra.|
Kluastt!gr ﬁeplldsode ult.gklng place at’

eld wo :
self-evident, seem to make
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THE HOUSE IN WHICH GOVERNOR BRADFORD WAS BORN AND A MAP SHOWING ITS LOCATION
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The author of the accompanyins;
article on the saving from destruc-!
“tion of the Governor Bradford home’-
"In England is Rev. J, Harry Hooper
of Hingham who is payving a sum-:
mer visit to Hull, England, where;
he is occupying the pulpit of the Park
Street Church. Mr, Hooper s min-l
ister of the First Parish in Hing-
ham where his congregation wasl
founded as early as 1635 and where;
it worships at the “Old Ship”,
Church, erected in 1681, the oldest!
church in continuous use in Aﬂ&meri-|
ca,-and a fine example of the bu!ld-!
ing of the colonial period. Xe is
descended on the maternal sidei
{rom a Mayflower Pllgrim; and'
through his father from martyrs
burnt at the stake in Sussex in

1557, ‘

A former resident of Dedham,
Lady Hattie T. Fisher-Smith, re-
cently sent to the Transeript a
letter in which she wrote that “a

few people having heard that the
Bradford Manor House at Auster»

fleld where Governor Bradford of
the Meyflower was born was to be
demolished, a few of us de-
cided that it would be a great pity
It this great landmark should be
destroyed. Therefore, a trust has
been formed with the American am-
bagsador as its president. And we
have asked the General Society of
Mayflower Descendants to look after

the trust In America,

The total
amount of the purchase money is
§5500 and the acjuisition will in-
clude the Robert Bradford Field and

Manor House. The trust wiil not
be a money-making concern but
merely for the preservation of the
homestead and land. As an old
member of the Dedham Elstorical
Soclety I hope to be able to do

something to help raise the neces-
5ary money, I have been appointed
one of the trustees. I am enclosing
an interesting map which one of our
trustees has just found at the Brit-
ish Museum and untl] now no one
was quite sure in which of the
houses in the vicinity Governor
Bradford was born, so this new dis-
covery s very much worth while.”




